Myths of a Military Solution
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myth: A MILITARY RESPONSE IS
QUICK AND EFFECTIVE

Terrorism is nOt led by a simple collection of misguided
or insane individuals. It will not yanish when they do. It
took years for the desperation tO build and spread among
large supporting populations, and it will take years tO
eliminate the support that nurtures terror. Military strikes

i ns of terrorists but will alien-

ate and anger thousands of civilians, creating even more
hatred and more terrorists. Terror will never eliminate
terrorism. Far more lives ar€ put at risk by a military

response than with nonviolent alternafives.
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MYTH: NONVIOLENCE ONLY WORKS
AGAINST CIVILIZED OPPONENTS

Nonviolence has been used effectively 10 topple the most
brutal regimes, including apartheid in South Africa, Marcos
inthe Philippines, Pinochetin Chile, and Milosevic in Yu-
goslavia. Nonviolent struggle has also triumphed against
violent repression by " civilized" govemmems like British
rule in India, which massacred hundreds at Amritsar, and
"Jim Crow" segregation in the U.S. which led to violence
and murder of African—Americans and civil rights activists.
In all those cases, Well—organized nonviolence overcame

violence to change society.
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The U.S. and its allies must
stop the bombing. There is
no simple or quick way to
end terrorism, but over time
these strategies (below) will

be effective.
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Terrorism must be universally condemned whether
perpetrated by an individual or a state, by U.S. “en-

emies” or allies.
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IN THE USA.

Reduce U.S. dependence upon foreign oil. Control of resources
is at the center of the U.S.’s misguided policies in the Middle

East.
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